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A Diſcourſe concernins 


Ex LEMPIre, 


Fax Ay Have read over this book which theAſſeme. 
W= bly of Divines is picaſcd to call The Diredfo* 
S> ry for Prayer, 1 conicile 1 caine tou w.ta 
*M much expectation, and was in joe mca- 
SSA (reconfident, I ſhould have found ir an ex- 
at and unblameable modell of Devotion, free trom all 
thoſe objeQions which men of their owne perſwafion 
had obtruded againſt rhe publike Licurgy.of theChurch 
of England, or at leaſt , it ſhould have been compoſed 
with ſo much attifice and finencſſe, that it might have . 
| Hbcen toall the world, an argument of their learning 
andexcellency of ſpirit , if not of the goodneſſe and in- 
 Tegrity of their religion and purpoſes. I ſhall give no 
 thtercharaRer of the whole, but that the publike diſ- 
 teliſh which1 finde amongſt perſons of grgat piety, of 
_ alqualities, not onely of grear, but even of ordinary 
underſtandings, is to me ſome argument that it Iyes io 
opet\to the objeRions even of comman ſpirits, tharthe 
thimpilers of ir did intend more to prevalle by the ſuc- 
celle of their Armies, thenthe ſtrength of reaſon, and 
the proper grounds of perſwaſion, which-yet moſt wile 
Udgood men belecve tobethemore Chriſtian way 
|} Uetwo;Brur Sir.you have engaged meto: tay emnhing 
- particularto fatisfie your conſcience, In which alfo: 
" = deſire 


(2). 
defire I may reſerve a leaveto my ſelf to conceal much, 
it I may in little doe you ſatisfaction. - OS 
I ſhall therefore decline to ſpeak of the Efficient cauſe 
of this Directory, and not quatrrell at it that it was come 
poſcd, againſt che Lawes both of England and all Chri- 
ſtendome. It the thing were good and pious, I ſhould 
learne to ſubmit to the impoſition , and never quarrell 
at the incompetency ot his authority that ingaged me to 
doe pious and holy things. And it may be waen I am a 
Iintle more uſed to ir, I ſhall not wonder ata Synod, 1n 
which not one Bithop firs. (in the capacity of a Biſhop) 
though I am moſt cercaine this is the firſt example in 
England,linceit was firſt Chriſtned. Burt for the pre- 


| ſent it ſcemes {omthing hard to digeclt it, becauſe I know | 


ſo well that all Aſſemhlyes of the Church have admit- 
red Priefts to conſultation and diſpure, but never to-au- 
thority and decif1on, till the Pope enlarging the phyla» 
ccries-of the Archimandrites and Abbots, did lomtimes 
by way of priviledge and diſpenſation give to ſome of 
them decifive voyces. in publike Councells. Bur rhis 
was one of the things in which he did innovate and 1n- 
vade againſt the publike reſolutions of Chriſtendome, 
though he durſt not doe it often, and when he did it, 1t 
was.in very ſmall and inconſiderate numbers, __ = 

- I ſaid I would not meddle with: the Efficient, and 1 
cannot meddle with the Finall cauſc, nor gucfle at any 
other ends and purpoſes of theirs thenat whar they pub: 
liquely profeſſe, which .is: the abolition:-and deſtruction 
of the Book of Common Prayer; which great chatige, 
becauſe they are pleaſcd to call Reformation, I am cun- 
tent in charity to beleeve they think ir ſo, and that they 
have Zelum Dei, but whether ſecundum [cientian, accor- 
ding to knowledge or.no, muſt be judged by chem euk 
Es ; con 


conſider the matter and the forme. 

Bur becauſe the matter is of {o great variety and mi- 
nute conſidera: ion, every part whereof would require as 
much {crutiny as I purpole to beſtow uponthe whole, I 
have torthe pre{cnt cnoſen tocofifider onely the forme 
ot itz and becauſe it pretends againſt the forme of {er 
Lyturgic, aud that ex texpore torms doe ſucceed in room 
of the eftabliſhed and derermined ſervices, I ſhall give 

 youmy judgement of it, without any ſharpneſle or bit- 

'  terneſle of ſpirit, for 1 am refolved notro be angry with 

_ any men of another per{wafion, as knowing that I differ 
juſt as much from them as they doe from me. 

And firſt-I conſider that the rrue ſtate of the Q1eſti- 
on is only chis, Whecher 1t 1s better to pray to God with 
confideration. or without 7 whether is the wiſer man of 
the two, he who thinks, and deliberates whar to ſay, or 
he that utters his mind as faſt asit comes 2 Whether is 
the berter-man, he v-ho out oi reverence to God is moſt 
carefull and curious that he offerid no in his tongue, and 
theretore he himſelfe delizerates and takes the beſt 
puides hecan, orhe who out of the confidence of his 
owne abilities or other. exreriour aſhſtances, ſpeakes 
What ever comes uppermoſt * 

And here Thave the advice and councell of a-very 
wiſe man, no leſſe than Solomon. Eccles.5.2. Be not raſh 

- with thy mouth, and let not thy heart be haſty to utter any thing 
before God,forGed is 1n heaven and thow upon earth therfore let 
thy words be few. The conſideration oi the vait diſtance 
between God and us, Heavenandcarth, ſhould create 
tuch apprehenſions in us.that the very beſt and choyceſt 
ef our offerroryes are nut acceptable but by Gods gra« 
cious vouchſateing and condeſcenfion : and therefore 
Aince weare ſo much indebted ro God for accepting our 
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| \4/ 
beſt it is not ſafe ventnred to preſent him with a dow. 
baked ſacrifice, and pur him off with that which inna- 
ture and humane conſideration is abſolutely the worſt, 

_ forſuch isallche crude and imperfect utterance of our 
more imperfect conceptions. But let Solomons reaſon 
be what it will, good we are ſure itis. Letus conſider 
who keepes the precept beſt ; He that deliberates or he 
that conſiders not but when he ſpeakes : What manin 
the world is haſty rs offer any thing before God, it he be not 
who prayes ex terpore? And then adde to it bur the 
weight of So/omens realon, and let any man anſwer me 
it hethinkes it can well ſtand with that reverence we 
owe tothe Immenſe, the infinite, and to the eternall 
God, the God of wiſecdome, to offer him a ſacrifice 
which we durſt not preſent to a Prince, or a prudent 
Govcrnour in re ſeris, ſuch as our prayers ought to 
bc. 

And that this may not be daſhed with a pretence it is 
carnall reafoning, I defire it may be remenbred, that 
4t is the argumenc God himſclte uſes againſt lame, mai- 

. med, and imperiedt facrifices, 'Goe and offer this 80 i 
Prince, Sec it he wiil acceptit; Im, lying, char the bc 
perion is ro have che beſt preſent; and what the Prince 
will ſlight as truely unworthy of hin, much-more is it | 
unfit tor God. For God accepts not of any thing we 
Sive or doe, as if he were bettred by it: for therefore 
ns cftimare isnottaken by irs relation or naturall com» 
placency co him, it is ay alike to him, tor in it ſelfe it 
to. him as nothing. But God accepts i by its proportt- 
on, and comimenturation to us. That.which we call ou! 
beſt, andis truly fo in humane ecftimatc, that plealcs 
God,for it declares thacit we had berrer,we woulagive 
it him. Bur to reſerve the beſt, ſaycstoo-plainly mon 
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think any thing is good enough for him. Astherefore 
God in the Law would not be ſerved by that which was 
imperfe& in gexere nature: {o neither now nor ever will 
that pleaſe him which is imperfect 7» gemere 707m, Or 
materia intelleFFuali, when we can give a better, 

.. Well then,in che nature of the thing,ex rempore forms 
have much the worſe of it. But it is pretended thac there 
 is{uch athing asthe gift of Prayer, a praying with the 
Spirit, Es neſcit tarda molimina ſpiritus ſaxtti gratia. Gods 
Spirit (if he pleaſes) can doe his work as well wan in- 
ſtant, as in long premedication. And to this purpoſe are 
pretended thole places of Scripture which ſpeak of the 
afliſtance of Geds Spirit in our prayers. Zech. 12, 10, 
Anda I will poure upon the houſe of David, and the inhabitants 
of Feruſalem, the ſpirit of grace and ſupplication. But eipe- 
clally Row. 8.26. Likewzſe the Spir:t alſo helpeth our infirml- 
ties for we know not what we ſhould pray for as we ought, but 
the Spirit it ſelfemaketh interceſſ10% for us with groanings that 
Cannot be uttered, &c. From whence the Conclufion that 
inferred is inthe words of Saint Pal, That we muſt pray 
wh the ſpirit, therefore not with ſet formes, therefore 
6X 1EMPOre | - : 
The ColleQtion is ſomewhat wild, for there is great 

independence in the ſeverall parts, and much more isin - 
_ the Concluſion, then was virtually inthe premiſes. Bur 
ſuchas-itis, .the Authors of ic I ſuppoſe will 'owne ir, 
And therefore we will examine the maine dcfigne oft, - 
and then conſider the particular mcanes of irs perſwaft- 
on,quoted in che objection, |. —-  : 
It one of the priviledges ofthe:'Goſpel, and the be- 
nefit. of Chriſts alcenfion, tharthe:holy Ghoſt is given 
 intorhe Church, and is become'to us the 'fountaine of 
puts and graces. Bur theſe gifts and graces are improve- 
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ments and helps of our naturall faculties, of our aw and 
induſtry, not extraordinary, miraculous, and immediate |} 
infuſions of habirs and gifcs. That wichout Gods Spirit } 
we- cannot pray aright, that our infirmities need his |] 
help; that we know not what toazke of our ſelves, is | 
moſt rrue : and ifeverany Heretique was more confi- | 
dent of his owne naturals, or did cver more underyalue 
Gods gracethen cverthe Pelagian did, yet he denyes 
not this, But what then 2 Therefore without ſtudy, with- 
out-art, without premedication, without learning, the 
ſpirit gives the gitt of.prayer, and it 1s his grace, that 
without any naturall or art:ficiali help makes us pray ex 
—_— ? No ſuch ching : The Objection proves authing 
ol this. — | 
Here therefore we will joyn iſſue, whether the gifts 
and helps of the Spirit, be immediate intufiuns of che 
Faculties, and powers, and perfe abilities ? Ir that he 
doth ailiſt us onely by tis aydes cxternall and internal, 
in the uſe of iuch meanes which God-and nature.hath 
gtvento man, to cnaoble his toule, better his Faculties, 

. and to improve his underſtanding £ That the -aydes of 
the holy Ghoſt are onely affiſtances ro us in the uje of 
naturall and artificiall meanes I will nndcrtake to prove, 
and from thence it will evidentlyfollow,thar labour,and 
hard ſtudy, and premeditation will ſooneſt purchaſe the 
gift of prayer, and aſcertain us of the affiſtance ofthe 
ſpirit, and therefore ſet formes of prayer, ſtudyed and 
confiderd of are in a true.and. proper ſ{enic, and without 
cathuſiaſme,the truirs of the ſpirit. 

1, Gods Spiric did affift the Apoſtles by wayes exttt- 
ordinary, and fir-for the firſt inſtitution of Chrjſtianky + | 
but doth affiſtus-now by the, expreſſes of chofe ;hlt al- 
fiRances - which he gave to them- immediately: - 2 
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that the holy Ghoft is the author of our faith, and 


we beleeve with the ſpirit (it is Saint Paxls expreſſion ) 
and yet our beliefe comes by hearing and reading the 
holy Scriptures and their interpretations. Now recon- 
cile theſe two together, Faith comes by hearing,and yet 
is the gift of the Spirit, and it ſayes, thatthe giits of the 
Spirit are not. extaſics, and immediate infuſions of ha- 
bits, bur helps from Godto enable us upon the uſe of 
the meanes of his owne appointment to beleeve, to 
ſpeak, to underſtand,ro prophecy,and to pray. | 
| 2. And that theſe are for this reaſon called gifts, and T5' 
graces, and iſſues of the Sipirit, 1s ſo evident and notort- 
us, that the ſpeaking of an ordinary revealed truth, is _ 
called in Scripture a ſpeaking by the Spirit, 1 COr. 12. 8. Yid.A&.19.2t 
No man can ſay that Jeſus is the Lord, but by the holy Ghoſt, *&-16.7,8,9, 
For if the holy Ghoſt ſupplyes us with materials, and _ 
tandamentals for our building, it is then enough to de- 
nominate the whole edifice to be of him, although the 
labour and the workmanſhip be ours, upon another 
ſtock. Andthis is it which the Apoſtles ſpeaks, 1 Cor.2. 
13. Which things alſo we (peak, notin the words which mans 
wiſedome teacheth, but which the holyGhoſt teacheth comparing 
 Pirittuall things with ſpirituall, The holy Ghoſt teaches, 
yet itis upon our cooperation, our ſtudy and endeavour, 
while we compare ſpirituall things with ſpirituall ; the 
holy Ghoſt is ſaid "ro teach us, becauſe theſe ſpirituals 
were of his ſuggeſtion and revelation, 
3. For it isa rule ofthe Schoole, and there 1s much 
reaſonin it, Habits infuſs infunduntur per modum acqui- 
ſiteram, whatſoever is infuſed into us,is in the ſame man- 
ncr infuſed as other things are acquired, that is, ſteb by 
ſep, by lumane means and cooperation,and grace does 
Act give us new faculties, and create another GE 
— _ Þut 
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but meliorates and improves our owne. And what S; 
Paul (aid in the Reiurrection, is alſo true in this Queſti. 
on, That is not firſt which s ſpiritual, but that which i ac. 
tural and then that which is ſpirituall, The graces and pits 
of the Spirit are poltnate,and are additions to art and na. 
ture. God directs our councels, opens our underſtan. 
dings, regulates our will, orders our affeRions, ſup- 
plyes us with objects,and arguments, and opportunities, 
& revelations zz ſcript, & then moſt when we moſt im- 
ploy our owne endeavours, God loving to bleſle all the 
meanes, and inſtruments of his ſervice, whether they be 
naturall or acquitſite. 

But whoſoever ſhall look for any other gifts of the 
ſpirit bcftdes the parts of nature helped by induſtry and 
Gods bleſſing upon it, and the revelations. or the ſup-" 
plyes of matter in holy Scripture, will. be very farre 
to ſeeke, having neither reaſon, promiſe,nor experience 
of his fide. For why ſhould the ſpirit of Prayer be any 
otherthanas the gift and ſpirir of taith (as S. Part calls 
t, 2 Cor.4.13.) acquired by humane means uſing di- 
vine aids? thatis,by our endeavours in hearing,reading; 
Catechizing, defires to obey, and all this blefſed ane 
promoted by God, this produces faith. And if the ipi- 
rit of Prayer be of greater conſequence, and hath a pro- 
mie of a ſpeciall prerogative, ler the firſt be proved and 
the ſecond be ſhewne in any good record, and then 
will beleeve it too. | 

4. And the parallel of this argument I the rather 
urge, becauſe I find praying in the holy Ghoſt joyned 
with graces, which are as much Gods gifrs & product 
on5 0i the ſpirit as any thing inthe world, and yer which 
the Apoſtle preſſes upon us as dutics and things put 1Nt0 
out power, and to. be improved by our induſtry, and - 

(no 
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thoſe are faith{in which I before inſtanced)and charity, 
Epiſt. Fud.ver.20. But ye (beloved) building up your ſelves 
on your moſt holy Faith, praying in the holy Ghoſt, keep your 
ſelves inthe love of God, All of the fame conſideration, 
Faith,and Praycr,and Charity,all gifts of the Spirit,and 
yet build up yaur ſelves in faith, and keep your ſelves in 
love, and therefore by a parity of reaſon, improve your 
ſelycs in the ſpirit of prayer, that is, God by his ſpirit 
having ſupplyed us with martter, let our induſtry and co- 
operations per modum nature, improve theſe gitts, and 
build upon this foundation. oy : 
So that.in effe& praying in the holy Ghoſt or with 
the ſpirit is nothing but prayer for ſuch things and in 
fuch manner which God by his ſpirit hath taught us 1n 
holy Scripture. Holy Prayers, Spirituall ſongs, ſo the 
Apoſtle calls one part of prayer, viF, Euchariſticall or 
thankſgiving, thar is, prayers or ſongs which are ſpirt- 
tuall 2» »wateria. And if they be called ſpirituall for 
the efficient cauſe too, the holy Ghoſt being the author 
of them, it comes all to one, for therefore he 1s the caule 
and giver of them, becauſc he hath in his word revealed, 
waat things we are to pray for, & there alſo hath taught 
us the manner. ons 
And this is exatly the Dodrine I plainly gather 
irem the obje&ed words of Saint Paul, (The (pirit helpeth 
our infirmities) How ſo * it followes immediately, Fer 
we know not what we ſhould pray for as we ought : So that 
therefore he is the ſpirit of ſupplicarion and prayer, be- 
Caule he teaches us what to ask, and haw to pray, ſo he 
helps our infirmities, eauarmauCcsve), it is in the Greek Col- 
labor antens adjwuat. It is aningeminate expreſſion of hel- 
Ping us inour labours together with him. Now he 
that ſhall ay this is not ſufficiently done by Gods ſpirit 
- in 
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in ſcripture by Prayers, and Pſalmes, and Hymnes, and 


ſpirituall ſongs, and precepts concerning prayer, ſet 
downe in that holy repofitory of truth and devotion,un- 
dervalues that incſtimable rreaſare of the ſpirit ; and if it 
be ſufficiently done there, he chat will multiply his hopes 
farther,then what is ſufficient, may poſliblydeccive him- 
ſelte, but never deceive God, and make him multiply 
and continue miracles, to juſtific his fancy. | 


5. Better it is to follow the Scriptures for our guide, 


aSin all things elſe, ſo inthis particular. Zpheſ.6. 17,18. 
Take the ſword of the Spirit, which & the word of God. Praying 


alwayes with all prayer and ſupplication: in the ſpirit, The 


Word of God 1s the {word ot the Spirit; praying inthe 
Sp1rit-is one way of uſing it,indced the onely.way that he 


here ſpecifies. Praying in the Spirit then being the uſing 
of this Sword, and this Sword being the Word of God, 


it followes cvidently,that praying inthe Spirit, is praying 
In or according to the Word of God, that is, inthe di- 
rections, rules and expreſſes ofthe Word of God, that 
15, of the holy. Scriptures. 

— Theſumme is this. Whatſoever this gift is, orthis 
{pirit of Prayer, it is to be acquired by humane induſtry, 


by learning of theScriprures,by reading,by conference, 


and by wharfoever clſc faculties are improved, and ha- 
bits ialarged. Gods Spirit hath done his work ſufficient- 
ly this way, and he loves not cither in nature or grace 
(which are bis two greatſanfions)to multiply miracles. 
when there is no need. 

6. So that now I demand, Whether or no, ſince the 
expiration of the age of miracles, docs not Gods Spitif 
moſt aſliſt us, when we moſt endeavour and moſt uſe the 
meanes ? He that ſayes, No, diſcourages all men from 


— 


from conference, from humane Arts and Sciences, and 


from whatſoever clſe God and good Lawes pravoke us 
to by propoſition of rewards : But if, Yea, (as moſt cer- 


_ rainly God will beſt crown the beſt endeavours)rhen the 


ſpirit of Prayer is greateſt in hira, who (ſuppoſing the 
like capacities and opportunitics) ſtudies hardeſt, reades 
moſt, practices moſt religiouſly, deliberates moſt pru- 


dently ; and then by how much want of means, is worſe 


then the uſe of means,by ſo much ex tempore Prayers are 


worſe then deliberate and ftudyed. Excellent therefore 
is the councell of S.Peter, 1Ep.Chap.4.ver. 11. If any man 
ſpeake, let him ſpeak as the Oracles of God, (not lightly then 
and inconſiderately) If any man miniſter, let him doe it 4s 


of the ability which God giv:th : (great reaſon then to put 
all his abilities and faculties to it) and whether of rhe 


two does moſt likely. doe thar, he that takes paines, and 
confiders,and diſcuſlcs, and ſo approves and practices a 
forme, or he that never conſiders what he ſayes, till he 
ſayes it, needs not. much deliberation to paſle a {en- 
tence. 

. 7. Laſtly,did notthe Penmen of the Scripture,write 
the Epiſtles and Goſpels reſpectively all by the Spirit ? 


Moſt certainly, holy men of God ſpoke as they were moved 


by the holy Ghoſt, ſaith Saint Peter.. And certainly they 
were moved by a more immediate motion, & a motion 
neerer to an *Enthuſiaſme, then now adayes1n the gitt 
and ſpirit of Prayer. And yet in the miſt of thoſe great 
aſſiſtances and motions they did uſe ſtudy, art, induſtry, 
and humane abilities. This is more then probable in 
the different ſtyles of the ſeverall Books, ſome being of 
admirable art, others lower and plaine, The words 
were their own at leaſt ſomtimes, notthe holy Ghoſts. 
And if the Fathers and Grammarians were not deceived 

— = 


by falſe Copies, but that they truely did obſerve, ſome: 
times to be,propriety of expreſſion in the Ianguage, 
ſometimes not true Greeke, who will think thoſe errors 
or imperiecions in Grammar, were (in reſpect of the 
words I ſay preciſely) immediate inſpirations and di- 
ctates of the holy Ghoſt, and not rather their own pro- 
ductions of induſtry and humanity 2 But cleerly ſome of 
their words were the words of Aratzs, ſome of Epiment- 
des, ſome of Menander, ſome of S. Panl, [This ſpeake I, nat 
the Lord, 1 Cor. 7.Jand yet becauſe the holy Ghoſt re- 
newed their memory, improved their underftanding, 
ſupplycd ro ſome their want of humane learning, and io 
aſliſted them that they ſhould not commit an errour in 
fact or opinion, neither inthe narrative nor dogmaticall 
parts, therefore they writ by the Spirit. Since then we 
Cannot pretend upon any grounds of probability to an 
inſpiration ſo immediate as theirs, and yet their aſliſtan- 
ces which they had from the Spirit did not exclude hu- 
mane arts, and induftry, but that the ableſt Scholler dis 
write the beſt, much rather is this true in the gifts and 
aſhſtances- we receive, and particularly in the gitt of. © 
Prayer,ir is not an ex tempore and an inſpired faculty, but 
the faculties of nature and the abilities of art & induſtry 
are improved and ennobled by the ſupervening aſhiſtan- 
ces of the Spirit. — 

And now let us take a man that pretends he hath the 
gift of Prayer, and loves to pray ex tempore, I ſuppoſc B15 
thoughts goe alittle before his tongue ; I demandthen, 
Whether cannor this man, when it is once come into Mis 
head, hold his tongue, and write downe what he hath 
conceived ? It his firſt conceptions were of God, 4nd | 
Gods Spirit, then they are ſo ſtill, even when theyare® | 


wriceen. Orische Spirit deparced from him, up08 th 


is. <4 
ſight of a pen and Ink-horne ? It did uſe to be atherwiſe 
among the old and new Prophets , whether they were 


Prophets of Prediction, or of ordinary Miniftery, Bur if 


his conception may be written, and being writren is ſti]l 


_ a production of the Spirit, then it follows that ſet-forms 


% 


of Prayer deliberate and deſcribed , may as well be a 
praying with rhe Spirit,as ſudden formes and ex tempore 
OUut-1cts. 

Now the caſe being thus put, I would faine know 
what the difference is betweene deliberate and extempore 
Prayers, ſave onely that in theſe there is lefle confidera- 
tion and prudence ; for that the ether are ( at leaſt as 
much as them) the productions of the Spirit, is evident 
in the very caſe pur in this very argument : and whether 
to conſider and to weigh them, be any diſadvaniage to 
our devotions,. I leave it to all wile men ro determine. 
Sotharin effe&, ſince after the pretended affiftance of 
the Spirit in our Prayers, we may write them downe, 
con{ider them, try the ſpirits, and ponder the manner, 
the reaſon and the religion of the addreſle, let the world 
judge whether this ſadden utterance and ex. tempore_s 
forms be any thing elſe, but a dire& reſolution not ro 
conſider before-hand what we ſpeak. 

But letus look a little further into the myſterie, and 
(ce what is meant in Scripture by praying with the Spirit. 
In what ſenſe the holy Ghoſt is called the ſpirit of Prayer, 
I have already fhewne, viz. by the ſame reaſon, as he is 
the ſpirit of fa:th, of prudence, ot knowledge, of underſtand- 
mg,and the like, *But praying with the ſpirit hath beſides 
this other ſenſes alſo in Scripture. 1 find in one place, 
nat then we pray with the Spirir, when the holy Ghoſt 

ves actually excite us to deſires and earneſt tendencics 
tothe obtaining our holy pnrpoſes, when he gives uy 
zealc 
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zeale and deyotion, charity and feryour, ſpirituall yjg: * 


lence and holy importunity. This ſenſe is alfo in the Jat- 
ter part of the objeted words of Saint Paxl, Rom. 8. The 
Spirit it ſelfe maketh interceſiion for #s with groanines, vc. 
Indeed this is truly a praying in the ſpirit, burtthis will 
doe our reverend Brethren ofthe Afembly little ad- 
vantage as to the preſentQueſtion. For this ſpirit.is not a 
ſpirit of utterance; not ar all clamorous inthe eares of 

_ the people, but cryes leud in the eares of God with 
[ groanes aputterable] fo it fellowes, and onely [ He that 
ſearcheth the heart, he underſtandeth the meaning of the ſþi- 
rit,] This 15 the ſpirit of the Sonne, which God hath 
ſent into our hearts, (not into our tongues) whereby we 
cry, Abba, Father, Gal. 4.6. And this is the great «wm 
for mentall Prayer, which is properly and truly pray- 
ing by the Spirit. ” 

Another praying with the Spirit I find in that place 
of Saint Paul, from whence this expreſſion is taken, and 
commonly uſed, Iwill pray with the ſpirit, and I will pray 
with the underſtanding alſo. Here they are oppoled, or at 
leaſt declared to be things ſeverall and diſparate : where 
by the way obſerve, thar praying with the ſpirit, even 
in ſenſe of Scripture, is not alwayes moſt to edification 
ofthe people. Notalwayes with underſtanding. And 
when theſe two are ſeparated, S. Paul prefers five words 
with underſtanding, before ten thouſand in the ſpirit. 
For thil@agiaggauith the ſpirit was indeed then a gift Ex- 
craordinaryanaMracyiyys.like as prophecying with the 
ſpirit, and expired with'it: gag while ic did laſt, it was 
the loweſt of gifts, Inter donFlrautrum, it was buta gill 
of the rongue, and nor to be the benefit of the Church 
directly or immediately. 


_ By the way only.It Saint Paz did fo undervalue the 
2, praying 
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| praying with the Spirit, that he preferred edifying the 


| 
k 
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Church a thouſand degrees beyond it. Iſuppoſe heweuld 
have becne of the ſame mind, it this Queſtion had beene 
between praying with the Spirit and obeying our ſupe- 
riors, as he was when it was between praying with the 


Spirit and edification of the Church, becauſe(if I be not 


miſtaken) ir i5 matter of great concernment towards the 


_ edification of the. Church to obey our ſuper iours,not to 


Innovate in publick tormes of worthip, eſpecially with 
the ſcandall and offence of very wile and learned men, 
and to the diſgrace of the dead Martyrs, who ſcaled our 
Liturgy with their blood. 

- Burto return, In this place praying with the Spirit, is 
no more than my ſpirit praying. For 10-S. Paul joyncs 
them as termes identicall, and expreſhive one of ano- 
thers meaning, as you may pleaſe to read ver. 14. and 
I5.1Cor.14. 1will pray with the Spirit, and my Spirit truly 
prajeth. It is the ac of our inner man, praying holy and 
[pirituall Prayers. But then indeed at that time there 
was ſomthing extraordinary joyned, for it was in anun- 
knowne tongue, the pratice of which Saint Pas] there 
Giſlikes, This alſo will be to none of their purpoſes. For 
whether it were ex rempore, Or by premeditation, is not 
here expreſſed ; or if it had, yet that affiſtance extraor- 
dinary in prayer , if there was any befide the gift of 


| Tongues (which I much doubt) is no more tranſmitted 


us, then the ſpeaking rongues in the pirit, Or.-prophe- 
Cying Ex texpore and by the ſpirit. | *.. 

But I would adde alſo, onecxperiment which S. Paul 
Uſothere addes by way finſtance. If praying wich the 
Ipititin this place be praying ex zepore, then (o is fing- 


| Vigtoo, For they are expreſlcd inthe ſame place, inthe 


ane manner, tothe ſame end, and I know no reaſon 
—D why 
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why theſe ſhould be differing ſenſes pur upon them to 
{ſerve purpoſes. And now let us have ſome Church-mu- 
ficke too, though the Organs be pulled downe, and let 
any the beſt Pſalmiſft of them all, compoſe a hymne in 
Mmetricall forme , and fing itro a new tune with perfeQ 
and true mufick, and all this ex rempore. Forall this the 
huly Ghoſt can doe it he pleaſes. Bur it it be ſaid thar 
the Corinthian Chriſtians compoſed their ſongs and 
hymnes according to art and rules of mufick, by ſtudy 
and induſtry, and that to this they were aflifted by the 
Spirit ; and that this together with the devotion of their 
ſpirit, was ſinging with the ſpirit, then ſay I, ſo compo- 
ſing fct formes of Liturgy by skil and prudence, and hu- 
mance induſtry, may be as much praying with the ſpirit 
as the other is ſinging with the ſpirit. Plainely enough. 
In all the ſenſes of praying with the ſpirir, & in allits ac- 
ceprations 1n Scripture, to pray or fiog with the ſpirit, 
neither of rkem of neceſſity implyes ex tempore. - 

The ſamme or ColleFaof the premiſes 1s this, Pray- 

ing with the ſpirit, is cicher when che ſpiric ſtirres up 
_ ourdefires to pray, Per mtionem atFuaiis anxilii, or whe 
the ſpirit reaches us what, or how to pray, telling usthe 
matter, and manner of our prayers. Or laftly, d- 
ating the very words of our prayers. There is no othe? 
way inthe world to pray with the ſpiric, or inthe holy 
Ghoſt, tharis pertinent to this Queſtion, And oftiws 
laſt manner the Scripture determines nothing , 10! 
ſpeakes any thing expreſſely of it, and yer ſuppoſcit 
had, we are certaine the als Ghoſt hath ſupplyed us 


will all theſe, and yet in ſet formes of prayer beſt of all, 
I meanc there wherea difference can be, For.as for 
the defires, and acuall motions or incitements to pit» 


they arc indifferent 40 one or the other, to ſet formes 


Co - > 


* toextempore. 2, But as to the matter and manner of 

prayer, itisclecrly contained in the expreſſes, and ſer 
tormes of Scriptures, and it is ſupplyed to us by the ſpi- 
rit,for he 15 the great Dictator of it. 
. Now then for the very words, No man caa aſſure me 37: 
thatthe words of his ex terpore prayer are the words of 
the holy Spirit :it is not reaſon nor modeſty to expect 
ſuch immediate afhiſtances to fo little purpoſe , he ha- 
ring ſupplyed us with abilities more then enough to 
cxpreſſe our deſires aliunae, otherwiſe then by immedi- 
ate diate, Bur if we will take Davids Plalter, or the 
other hymnes of holy Scripture, or any of the Prayers 
which are reſperſed over the Bible, weare ſure enough 
that they are the words of Gods Spirit,mediately or im- 
mediately, by way of infuſion or extafie, by viſion, or 
a leaſt by ordinary affiſtance. And now then, what 
greater.confidence can any man have for the excellency 
ot his Prayer, and the probability of their being accep- 
ted,then when he prayes his Pſalter,or the Lords prayer, 
oranother office which he finds configned in Scripture? 
When Gods Spirit ſtirs us up to an a&uall devotion,and 
then we uſe the matter he hath deſcribed and taught, 
and the very words which Chriſt, and Chriſts Spirit,and 
the Apoſtles, and other perſons. full of the holy Ghoft 
ad uſc, if inthe world there be any praying with the 
vpirit,(Lmeane in yocall prayer) this is ir, 
+ Andthus I have examined the intire and full ſcope of 
this Queſtion, and rified their Obje&ion. Now Ifhall 
Proceed to ſome few arguments which arc more extrin- 
{call rothenature of the thing. 

Itis a practice prevailing amongthoſe of ourBrethren 
Wat are zealous for ex rempore prayers, to pray their Ser- 
mens over, ro reduce their dorine into Devotion _ 
Ga y- 


Lyturgie, I miſlike it not for the thing it ſelfe, if it were 
done regularly tor the manner, and the matter wereal- 


wayes pious and true, But who ſhall aflure me when - | 


the preacher hacÞ diſputed, or rather dogmarically de- 
creed a point of predeſtination, or of preſcience, of con- 
tingency, or of liberty, or any of the moſt myſterious 
parts of Divinity, and then prayes his Sermon over, 
that he then praycs with the Spirit £ Unleſle I be ſure 
that he alſo preached with the Spirit, I cannot be ſure 
rhat he prayes withthe ſpiric,for all he prayes ex tempore. 
Nay if I heare a Proteſtant preach inthe morning, and 
an Anabaptiſt in the afternoone, to day a Presbyterian, 
ro morrow an Independant, am I not moſt ſure that 
when they have preached Contradictoryes, and all of 
them pray theirSermons over,thar they doe not all pray 
with the ſpirit « Morethan one inthts caſe cannot pray 


__ v1-hthe ſpirit, poſſibly all may pray againft him. 


z. From whence I thus argue in behalfe of ſer forms 
of prayer. Thar inthe cafe above put, how ſhallIor 
any man elſe ſay Amen to their prayers that preach and 
pray contradiftoryes? Artleaſt Iam much hindredin 
my devotion. For befides that, it derives our opinions | 
into our devotions, makes every ſchoole point, become | 
our religion, and makes God a party, (ſo farre aSWe - | 
can) intitling him to our impertinent wranglings, Be- | 
fides this, I ſay, while we ſhould attend'to our addreſlcs 
towards God, we are to-confider whether the pointbe 
true or no, & by that time we have tacitly diſcourſedit; 
we are upon another point which alſo perhaps 145 
Queſtionable as the former, and by this time our ſpirit 
of devotion, isa little diſcompoſed and ſomething 0vt 
of countenance, there's ſo much other imploymenti0! 
the ſpirit,the ſpurt of diſcerning and judging. All whic 
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inconveniences are avoyded in ſet formes of Liturgy. 
For we know before hand the conditions of our Com- 
munion, and to what we are to ſay Amen, to whichif 
we like ix we may repayre ; it not, thereis no harm done, 
your devotion ſhall not be ſurprized, nor your Commu- 
nion invaded, as it may be and often 1sin your ex terpore 
prayers. And this thing hath another collaterall incon- 
venience, which is of great conſideration, for upon what 
confidence can we ſollicite anyRecuſants to come to our 
Church, where we cannot promiſe them that the.devo- 
tions there to be uſed, ſhall be innocent, nor can we put 
him into a condition to judge for himſeclfe © It he will 
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| venture he may, but we can ule no argument to make 

| him chooſe our Churches, 'though he ſhould quir his 
owne, | Ec 
3+ But againe, let us conſider with ſobriety. Are not 24" 
thoſe prayers and hymnes in holy Scriprure, excellent 
compolitions, admirable inſtruments of devotion, full of 


plety, rare and incomparable addreſles ro God 2 Dare 
_ any man with his gift of prayer pretend, that he can ex 
iempore or by ftudy make better 2 Who dares pretend 
thathe hath a better ſpiric then David had, or thenthe 
Apoſtles and Prophets, and other holy perſons in Scrip- 
ture, whoſe- Prayers and: Plalmes arc by Gods Spirit 
conſigned to the uſe af the Church: forever ? Or will it 
be denyed bur thatthey alſo are excellent dire@ories 
and patterns for prayer.* And if patternes,the neerer we 
irawto our example, are not the.imitations and repre- 
 Entments the better 2 And what then-if we took the 
lamplers themſelves, is there any. imperfed&ionin them, 
andean we mend therh and correct Magnificat ? 
_ -. Inajuſt porportion and commenſuration, Largue fo 
conccrning rhe primitive and ancient formes of Church 
x on | __  Ipevice, 
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ſervice, which are compoſed according te thoſe ſo ex. 


cellcnt patternes, which if they had remained pure as in 
their firſt inſtitution, or had alwayes beene as they have 
beene reformed by the Church of England, they would 


againſt all defiance pur in for the next place to thoſe. 


tormes of Liturgie which Mutat watands are nothing 
but the Words of Scripture. Bur I am reſolved at this 
preſent not ro enter into Queſtion concerning the 
cg of prayers. But for the forme this I fay fur- 

ther. - 
4. That the Church of God hath the promiſe of the 
{pirit made to her in generall, co her in her Catholicke 
and united capacity, to the whole Church firſt, then to 
particular Ghurches, then in the loweſt ſcate of the Ca- 
tegory to ſingle perſons. Nowthen I infer, ifany fin. 
gle perſons will have us to-beleeve withour all poſſibili- 
ty of proofe (for {o it muſt be) rhat they pray with the 
Spirit, (for how ſhal theybe able to prove the ſpirit actu- 
ally to:abide in thoſe: fingle perſons) then much rather. 
muſt we beleeve it of the Church, which by how much 


the more generall it is,ſo much the more of the ſpirit the 


15 likely to have :& then if there be no crrors in the mat- 
ter, the Church hath the advantage and probability on 
her fide, and if there be an errorin matter in cither of 
rhem, they faile of their pretences, neither of them have 
the ſpiric. Bur the publick ſpirit in all reaſon isro bc 
truſted before the private, when there is a conteſtation, 
the Chorch being Prior & potior in promiſiis, ſhe hath 
greater and prior title to the ipirit. And why the Churci 
hath. not the ſpirit of prayer in her compoſitions 45 
well as any of her children, Idefire once for all t9 
be tarisfied upon true grounds cither of reaſon Ormevc- 
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' 5s. Orifthe Church ſhall be admitted to have the 37, 
pift, and the ſpirir of prayer given unto her by virtue of 
the great promiſe of the ſpirit, to abide with her for 
ever, yet for all this ſhe 1s taught to pray ina ſet forme 
of prayer, and yet by the ſpirittoo. For what thinke 
we? When Chriſt taught us to pray in that incompara- 
ble modell, the Lords Prayer, if we pray that prayer 
deyoutly, and with pious and actuall intention, doe we 

- notpray in the Spitic of Chriſt, as much as it we prayed 
any other forme of words pretended to be taught us by 
the Spirit £ We are ſure that Chrift and Chriſts Spirir 
tazght us this Prayer, they onely gather by conjeRures 
and opinions, that in their ex fempore formes the ſpirit 
of Chriſt teaches them. So much then as certainties are 
better then uncertainties, and God above man, fo 
much is this ſer forme (beſides the infinite advantages in 
the matter) better than their ex rerpore formes inthe 
torme it {clfe. - 

6. If I ſhould deſcend to minates and particulars, I 
could inſtance in the behalte of ſet forms, that God pre- 
(crived to Meſes a ſer form of prayer and benedidtion ts 
beuſed when he did bleſſc the people. 7. Thar Moſes 
compoled aſong or hymne forthe children of Ifracl to 
vieto all their generations. 8. That David compoſed 
many forthe ſcrvice of the tabernacle. 9; That Sglomen 
andthe holy Kings ef Fadsh brought them in and conci- 
nued them inthe 1niniftration of the temple. 10. That 
all Scriprure is written tor our learning, & finceall theſe 
and many more: fer forms of prayer left there upon re- 
cord, it iS more then probable that they were left there 
for our ufe and devotion. 11. That S. For Baptiſt 
taught his Diſciples a forme of prayer. 12. And that 
Ciſts Diſciples begged rhe ſame favour, and it was 
| oo oranted | 


grantedas they deſired it. 13. And that Chriſt pave F 
it not onely in maſia materia, but in forma verborum , not }| 
ina confuſed heap of matter, but in an exact compoſure 
of words, it makes itevident, he intended ir not onely 
proregulapetenaorum, for a direction of what things wee 
are to aSke,but allo pro forma orationis, tor a ſet forme of _ 

Prayer. In which alfo I am moſt certainly confirmed |] 
(beftdes the univerſall teſtimony of Gods Church fo 
arreſting it) in the precept which Chriſt added, J/henqe 
pray, pray after this manner : and indeed it points not the 
matter onely of our prayers, but the forme of it, the 
manner and the matter of the addrefſſe both. Bur in che 
repetition of it by Saint Zke,the preceptive words {cem 
to limit us , and dire us to this very form of words, 
When ye pray, ſay, Our Father,&c. 14. I could alſo addc 
the example of all the Jewes, and by conſequence of 
our bleſſed Saviour, who ſung a great part of Davids 
Plalter in their feaſt of Paſſeover, which part is called 
by the Jewes the great Haleln-jah, it begins at the 113: 
Pſalme,and ends arthe 118. inclufively. And che Scrip- 
ture mentions it as part of our bleſſed Saviours devoti- 
on, and of his Diſciples, that chey ſung a Pſalme. 
15. Thatrhis afterward became a Precept Evangelical, 
that we ſhould praiſe God in Hymnes, Pſalmes, and 
ſpirituall Songs, which is a forme of Liturgic , 1 
' which we fing with the ſpirit, but yet cannot make 
our Hymnes ex tempore, (it would be wild ftuffe if wc 
ſhould goe about it.) 16. And laſtly, that a ſer-forme 
of worſhip and adadreſſe ro God was recorded by Saiftt 
Fohn,and ſung in heaven,and it was compoſed out of tic 
ſongs of Moſes, (Exod, 15.) of David, (Pſal. 145+) and | 
of Feremy,. (Chap. 10. 6,7.) which :certainly is.a vey | 


200d precedent tor us to imitate, althovgh but revealed 
— —— | to 
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to Saint Fohwby way of viſion and extafie, All which 


and niany more areto meas ſo many arguments of the 
' _uſe,excellency,und neceſſicy of ſet-tormes of Prayer for 
| © publike Lyrurgics, as and of greateſt conveniencies,even 
for privace devotions, | 
. 17, Andſothe Church of God inall Ages did under- 
ſtand it. I ſhall nor muiriply authorityes to this purpole, 
| forthey areroo many and various ; but ſhall onely @b- 
ſerve two great inſtances of their belicte and practice in 
this particular. 1. The one is. the perpetuall uſe and. 
great Eulogies of the Lords Praycr,aififted by the many 
Commentaryes of the Fathers upon.it. 2. Theother is 
that ſolemne forme of benediftion and myſticall prayer 
(as Saint Auguſtine calls it, Li, 3.deTrinit. 6, 4.) which 
-all Churches (and themſelves ſaid it was by Ordinance 
 Apoſtolicall) uſed inthe Conſecration of the bleſſed 
Sacrament. Bur all ofthem uſed the Lords Prayer in 
the Canon, and office of Conſecration, and other pray- 
erstaken from Scripture, (ſo Fuſtin Martyr teſtifies,that 
the Conſecration is made per preces verbs Dez, by the 
| Prayers taken from the Word of God) andthe whole 
Canon was ſhort determined and myſterious. = 
. Who deſires to be further ſatisfied in- this particular, 
thal find enough in }alafridus Strabo, Aymonius,Caſſander, 
Flacins Illyricus, Foſephus Vicecomes, and the other Ritua- 
liſts, and in the old offices themſelves. So that I need 
not put-you in mind of that famous doxologie. of the 
Gloria Patri, e&rc, nor the. Triſagion,nor any of thoſe me- 
Morable hymnes uſed in the ancient Church, fo known- 
ly and irequently, that the beginning of them cameto 
| betheir name, and they were knowne more by their 
Owne words, then the Aurhots inſcription. 
At laſt when ſome men that thought chemſclyes bet- 
Se Re 


ter gifted would be. venturing at conceived' formes' of 
their owne, there was a timely reftraint made in the 
Councell of M:levis inAfrica, Placnit ut preces que probate 
 fuerint in Concilio ab ommbus celebrenmur, nec alis om. 
nino dicantur in Eccleſia, niſi que 4 prudemtioribus fatts fue- 
rint in Syzode. That's the reſtraint and prohibition, pub- 
like prayers muſt be ſuch as are publikely appointed, 
and preſcribed by our Superiours ; and no private forms 
of our conceiving mult be uſed in the Church, The rea-« 
ſon followes, Ne forte aliquia contra fidem, wel per iont- 
rantiam vel per minus ſtuaium ſit compoſitum: Leſt thtough 
ignorance or want of deliberation any thing be ſpoken 
in our prayers againſt faith [and good manners.) The 
reaſon is good ,. aid they ate care-witnefles of it chat 
heare the variety of prayers before and after Sermons, 
there, where the Directory is practiced, where (to ſpeak. 
moſt modcitly) not onely their privace opinions , but. 
alſo humane incerefts, and their owne perſonall con» 
cernments , and wild: fancies,. borne perhaps not two 
daies beforc,are made the objeds of the peoples hopes,, 
of their defires, and their prayers, and all in the meane 
time pretend £o the nally Spier. | 5: 5... 
I will not now inftance in the vaine- glory that is ap- 
pendant totheſe ex zempore formes of prayer, ' where the 
gift ofthe man 15 more then the devotionof rhe man 
nor will I conſider that then his gift is beſt, when his 
prayer islongeſt : and if he take a complacencyiin Nis 
giſt (as who 15 not apt to doe it 2) he will be ſure: 10 ex-. 
tend his Prayer ; till a ſuſpicious and ſcrupulous mad 
would beapt to ſay, his prayer prefſed hard-upon that 
which our bleſſed Savionr reprehended inthe Phariſees, 
who thought ro be heard for cheir much-babling. But 
theſc thingv.are accidentall to the nanireof rhe thmg, 
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| And thereforethough they are too certainly conſequent 
* totheperſon, yet I will not be too ſevere, but preſerve 
my ſelfe on the ſurer fide of charitable conſtruRtion , 
Which truly I defireto keep, not onely to their perſons 
whom I much reverence, but alſo to their actions. Bur 
yet I durſt nor .doe the fame thing, even for theſe laſt 
xcaſons, though I had no other, 
Bur it is 0bjeRed.that in ſer formes of Prayer, we re-: 
ſtraine and confine the bleſſed Spirit; and in conceived 
- formes, whenevery man is left to his liberty, then the 
Spiritis free, unlimired and-unconſtramed. - el 
I anſwer, either their conceived formes (I ule their 
. owne words, though indced the cxprefſion is very in- 
artificiall) are premeditate and deſcribed, or they are 
ex tempore. If they be premeditate and deſcribed, then 
the$pirit isas much limited in their conceived formes, 
ainthe Churches conceived forms. For as to this par- 
ticular,'it is all one who deſcribes and limits the forme, 
whether the Church, or -a fingle man does it, ftill the 
| Spirkisinconftraiat and limit, So that im this caſe chey 
, Aretiot ahgry ar fer formes of Prayer, bur that they. doe 
not make them. And it it be replyed, thar.if a fingle 
| Perſoncompoſesa fer form, he may alter itif he pleaſe, 
_ and-fo his! ſpieir- is ac liberty; ' T'an{wer, ſo may the 
Church'; if ſhe fee cauſe tor it : and unleſſe there be 
cauſe, the-fingle perſon will not alter it , unlefle he doe 
things unreaſonable, and withour cauſe. So thatir will 
beatuncquali'and a peeviſh quarrell to. allow: of ſet 
lormes of prayer made by private perſons; and nor of 
I formes made by the publike ſpirit of the Church, 
wu evident, that the. Spirit is limited -in both a- 


| _* Bilt if by [@onceived formes) in-this objeRtion they 
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meane ex tempwe prayers {for ſo they moſt generally - 
practice it) and that in the uſe of theſe the liberty ot the 
ſpirit is beſt preſerved. To this I anlwer, thatthe be- 
ing ex tempore or premeditate will be wholly imperti- 
nent to this Qucition of limiting the ſpirit, For there 
may be great liberty in ſet formes, even when there is 
much variety; and there may be great reſtraint in ex 
tempore prayers, even then when it ſhall be called. un- 
lawtullto ule ſet formes, Thar the ſpirit is reſtrained, 
or that it 15 free in either, is accidentall ro them both; 
for it may be either free or not fice in both as itmay 
happen. ” 
But the reſtraint 1s this, that every one zs not left to 
his liberty to pray how. he liſt, (with premeditation or 
without, it makes not much matter) but that he 1s pre- 
{cribed unto by the ſpiric of another. Bur if it be a fault 
thus to reſtraine the ſpiric, I would faine know, is not the 
ſpiric reſtrained when the whole Congregation ſhall be 
confined to. the forme of this one mans compoſing ?: 
er it ſhall be unlawfull, or atleaſt a diſgrace -and dilpa+ 
ragement touſe any ſet formes, eſpecially of the Chut- 
ches compoſition, . More plainly thus. . 
| 2, Doth not the- Miniſter confine and -reftraine the 
ſpirit of the Lords People, when. they are tyed-ro us 
forme *-It would ſound of more liberty te;thcir: ſpits, 
that every one might make.a prayer of his owne, andall 
pray. together; and not. be forced. or 'confined to the 
Miniſters fingle dictate, and private ſpirit. :I6 15tipe,'f 
would breed contuſions, and therefore--they might 
pray filently till the Sermon began, and not for tbea 
vo.ding one {inconvenience runne into a grcalct, and | 
to avoid the diſorder of a popular noyſe reſtraine the 
bleſſed Spirit, for oven in this caſe as wel as inthe ones 
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Where the ſpirit of God there muſt be liberty. . Po 

3. It the ipiric muſt bear liberty, who ſhall aſſure 
us this liberty muſt be in formes of prayers And if 
ſo, whether alto it muſt be In publike prayer, and will it 
not ſuffice that it be in private? And if in publike prayers, 
isnot the liberty of the ſpirit, . ſufficiently preſerved in 
that the publicke ſpirit 15 iree 2 That is,the Church hath 
power upon occafion to alterand increaſe her Letanyes. 

By what argument ſhall any man make it{o much as 
probable, that the holy Ghoſt is 1njured, 1t every private 
Miniſters private ſpirit ſhall be guided (and therefore by 
neceflary conſequence limued, by the authori:y of the 
Churches publick ſpirit? 

4. Docs nor the Directory that thing which is here 
called reſtraining of the ſpirit 2 Does it not appoint eve- 
ry thing but che words ? And afterthis is it not a goodly 
Palladinim that is contended for; and a princely liberty 

| that they leave unto the Spirit, to be free onely in the 
lupplying the place of a Vocabulary and a Copia Yerbs- 
mn? Foras forthe matrer, it is all there deſcribed and 

. appointed, and to-thoſe determined fſenfes the ſpirit 
muſt affiſt or nor at all, onely tor the words he ſhall rake 

| his choyce. Now Idefire it may be confidered ſadly 
and ſeriouſly : Isit not as much-injury.co the ſpirit. ts 

_ reſtraine: his- matter, asto appoint his words ?. Which 
6themoreconfiderable ot the rwo, ſenſe or Language, 
Matter or Words.2 I meane when they aretaken fingly 

and ſepararely.. For ſo they -may very well be. (for as 
1 menpreſcr;ibe the matter oncly, the ſpirit may cover 
_XWith ſeyerall words and expreſſions, fo if the ſpirit 

— Preſcribe the words, I may ftill abound. in variety. of 

Tenſe, and-preſerve the liberty of my. meaning ; we-ſce. 

- Uat true; in the various interpretations - of the ſame 
- Da words 
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words of Scripeure.) So that in the greater of the two, 
the Spirit is reſtrained, when his matter 15 appointed,and 


to make him amends, tor not truſting hum with the mat- 


ter without our direRions and limitations, wetruſt him 
ro ſay what he pleaſes, ſo it be to our ſenſe, to our pur-. 


poſes. A goodly compenſation ſurely ! : 

5. Did nor Chriſt reſtrain the ſpirit of his Apoſtles, 
when hetaught them to pray the Lords Prayer, whe- 
ther his precept to. his Diſciples concerning it, was Pray 


this, or Pray thus, Pray theſe words, or pray after th man- 


ver ? or though it had beene lefle then cxther, and bcen 


onely a DireQory for the matter, (till it is a thing which 
our Brethren in all other caſes of the ſame nature are rc- 


| Tolved perpetually to call a reſtraint. Certainly then 
this pretended reſtraint, is no ſuch formidable thing, 


Theſe men themſelves doc it by directing all the mat- 


ter, and muca of the manner, and Chriſt himlelfe did 
it, by preſcribing both the matter, and the words 


tions of the Spirit, are made by the Spirit himſelfe. For 


I demand,. when any Aſſembly of Divines appoint the 


matter of Prayers to all particular Miniſters.as this hath 


done, is that appointment by the Spirit or no 7 Tino, 
chen for ought appeares, this Direory not-being made - 
by Gods Spirit, may be an enemy to ir. Burif this ap- | 
pointmenr be by the Spirir, rhen the determjnationand_. 
limitation of the Spirit, is by the Spirit himlſclte, and 


ſuch indeed is cvery pious and prudent conſtitution 


the Church in matters ſpiricuall : Suchas was that of 5... 
Paul tothe Corinthians, when he preſcribed orders fot | 
publique prophecying , and interpretation, and ſpeak- | 


ing with-rongues. The ſpirit of ſome he ſo roſtraines, 


6. Theſe reſtraints (as they are called )or derermina- | 
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that he bound them ts hold their peace, he permitted 
but two or three to ſpeak at one meeting, the reſt were 
to keep ſilence, though poſlibly fix or teven might ar 
that time have the Spirit. 

7.15 it not a reſtraint of the Spirit to ſing a Pſalme in 
meeterby appointment © Clecrly as much as appoint« 
ing formes of prayer or Euchariſt. And yer that we ſee 
done daily; anno ſcruple made. 1s not this to be par- 
tial! in judgement, and inconfiderate of what wee 
—_ | - 

8. And now aſter all this ſtrite, what harme isthere * 537 
nm reftraining the ſpirit in the preſent ſenſe © What pro- : 
hibition, what law,. what reafon'or revelation 18 againſt- 
it 2 What inconvenience in the nature ot the rhing.s For 

 Eanariy manibe ſo weake as to imagine a deſpite 1s done 
_ tothe! fpirit of grace, when thoſe gifts to his Church 
are nfed regularly and by order ? As it prudence were 
no gift of Gods Caric 0s it helps in government, and the 


ordering ſpirituall matters were none of thoſe graces 
which Chrift when he aſcended up on high gave unto. 
Men, But this whole matter is wholly a ſtranger torea- 

\ Ton,and never ſcen in Sci; ture. ” 
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| For Divinity never knew any other vitious reſtrai- 
ting ofthe Spirit, but either ſuppreſſing thoſe holy in- 
Citements to virtue and good life, which Gods Spirit 

| Miniſters ro us externally or internally, or clſe a for 
bidding by publike-authority the Miniſters ofthe word 
and Sacraments, to ſpeake ſuch traths as God hath 

. Commended, and ſo raking away the liberty of pro- 
| Phecying,, The firſt is direly virious 1n-materia # 
ale, the ſeconds tyrannicall and Antichriftian, And 
tolt perſecution of true religion is to be reduced. But 
as for this pretended limiting or reſtraining the _ 
IR. 
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ui, by appointing a regular forme of prayer, it is | 
fo very a Chimera, that it hath no footing or foundatien 
ppon any ground where a wiſc man may build his con- 
fidence. - 
9. Bur laſtly,how if the ſpiric muſt be reſtrained,and 
that þy precept Apoſtolicall ? That calls us to anew 
account. Bur ifit bc not true, what means Saint Pagl, 
by ſaying The ſpirits of the Prophets muſt be ſubjet# the 
Prophets ?. What greater rc (tram then ſubjection ? If 
ſubjeced,then they muſt be ruled it ruled,then limiced, 
preſcribed unto, and as much under reſtraint asthe ſpi- 
rits of the ſupcriour Prophets ſhall judge convenicne, 
1] ſuppolſe by this.tume tl.15 objec.on will trouble us no 
more, Bur perhapsanothet will. . 

For whyare nort.the Miniſters to be left as well totheir. 
Iiberty in making their. Prayers as their Sermons © Iat | 
{wer, the Church may it ſhe will, but whether ſhe doth - - | 
well or no let her.confider. This 1 am fare, chere isnot | 
the ſame reaſon, and I feare the experience rhe world | 
hath already had of it, will make denonſtracion enough | 
of the incoavenience, But however the diffcrences ate | | 
many. Te — 

I. Our prayers. offered up by the Miniſter, are in be- 
halfe and jn the name of the people,and therefore great 
reafon they ſhould know betorchand, what is to be pte- | 

ſented, that if they like not the meſſage,cthey may refule | 
 tocommunicate, eſpecially fince people are ſo divided | 
in thcir opinions, in their hopes; and in their faiths : 1 
being a duty to refuſe Communion wi:hrhoſe pray*rs 
which they thinke to have in rhem, the matter of inns 
or doubting. Which reaſon on the other part ccaſcs, 
for the Miniſter being to ſpeak from God ro. the people, | 
if he ſpeakes what he ought not, God can right _ 
” . ©  NOWE 
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however is not partner of the ſin,as inthe other caſe,the 
people poſſibly may be. 

z, Itis more firaliberty be left in preaching than 
praying, becauſc the addreſle of our diicourſes and ex- 
hortations are to be made according tothe underſtan- 
ding and capacity ot che audience, their prejudices are to 
be removed, all advantages to be taken, and they are to 
be ſurprized that way they lye moſt open [ But being 
crafty I caught you, ſaith Saint Paul tothe Corinthians) and 
diſcourſcs and arguments ad homzizem, upon their parti- 
cular principles and practices may more move them 
than the moſt polite and accurate that doe not comply 
and wind about cheir fancies and afteRions. S. Parl troin 
the abſurd practice of being baptized for the dead, 
made an excellent argument co convince the Cor:nthi- 

 a#nsof the Reſurretion. But this reaſon alſo ceaſes in 
_ . eurprayers, For God underſtandeth whar we ſay ſure 
' enough, he hath no prejudices to be removed,noinfirmi- 
ties to be wroughtupon, and a fine figure of Rhetoricke, 
a pleaſant cadence, and a curious expreſſion move not 
him at all; no other twinings and complyances ftirre 
him, bur chaiity, and humility, and zeale, and importu- 
nity, which all are things intcrnall and ſpiricuall. And 
therefore of neceſlity thereis to be great varicty of dif- 
courſes ro the people, and permiſſions accordingly, but 
not fo to God, with whom a Des miſerere prevailes as 
{oone as the great office of 40. hourcs not long ſince in- 
vented inthe Church of Rome,or any other prayers ſpun 
Out to alength beyond the extenſion of the office of a 
- Phariſce., 
3- Ifeare it cannot ſtand with our reverence to God 
to permir roevery ſpirit a liberty of publike addreſle ro 
him in behalfe of the people. Indeed hethar is nor fit 
| Opray,is not alwayes fit to preach; butitis more ſafe 
EG E co 
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tobe bold with the people then with God, if the per- 

| ſons be not ſo fit. In that there may be indilcretion,bur 
there may be implety andirreligion in this. The people 
may beiter excule and pardon an indiſcretion or a rude- 
neſſe (if any ſuch ſhould happen) then we may venture 
to offer it to God. 

4. There is a latitude of Theologie, much whereof is 
left ro us, ſo without preciſe and cleere determination, 
that without breach either of faith or charity, men may 
differ in opinion ; and if they may not be permitted ro 
abound in their owne ſ{enle,they will be apt ro complain 
of tyrannie over conſ{ciences, and that men Lord it aver 
their faith. In Prayer this thing is ſo differcar, that it is 
imprudent & full of inconvenience to derive ſuch things . 
into our prayers, which may with good profit be matter 
of Sermons, Therctore here a liverty may well enough 
be granced, when there it may better be denyed, | 

5. Burt indecd, if I may trecly declare my opinion, . 
I think it were not amiſle if the liberty of making Ser: 
mons were ſomthing more reſtrained than ir is, and that 
either ſuch perſons onely were intruſted with the libcr: 
ty for whom the Church her ſclfe may ſafely be reſpon: 
fall, that is, to men learned and pious, and that rhe 0+ 
ther part,the 7ulzws Cleri, ſhould inſtru the people out 
of the fountaines of the Church, and upon the publicke 
ftcek, till by ſo long exerciſe and diſcipline in the 
ſchooles of the Prophets, they may. alio be intruſted to 
miniſter of their owne unto-the people. This I am iure 
was the practice ofthe Primyive Church-when Preach 
ing was aS. ably and religiouſly perturmed as now If 1% 
Bur in this I preſcribe noghing. But reuely: L thinke the 

reverend Divines of the Aﬀſe mbly arc many of my mind 
in this particular, and that they obſerve a liberty.indut- 
gcedto ſome perſons to preach,, which. I thiake ro 
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 hadrathet ſhould hold their peace, and yet thinke the 


Church better edified in your ſilence than their Ser- 
mons. | 
- 6. But yet me thinks the argument objeed, if it 
were turned with the edge the other way, would have 
more reaſon in it : and inſtead of arguing [hy ſhould not 
the ſame liberty be allowed in praying as 1n preaching) it were 
berter to tabliituce chis. It tiicy can pray with the ſpirit, 
why alto dothey nor preach with che ſpirit? &if praying 
with the ſpirit be praying ex tempore, why fhallthey nor 
preach ex texpore too, orelle conteſle that they preach 
- without the ſpirit, or that they have not the gift of prea- 
' Ching 7 For to ſay that the pift of prayer, is 2 gift ex 
fempore, but the gift of preaching is with ſtudy and deli- 
deration, 1s to become vaine and impertinent. Qu enim 
diſcrevit ? Who hath made them of a difterent confide- 
ration ? I mean as to this particular, as to their efficient 
Cauſe.” Nor reaſon, nor revelation,nor God,nor man. 
- Toſumme up all. If any man hath a mind to exerciſe 
his gitt of Prayer, let him ſer himſelte to worke, & com- 
pote books of Devotion, (we have great need of them 
the Church of England, ſoapparent need, thar the 
Papiſts-have made it an objeRtion againſt us)and this his 
gift of Prayer will be to cdification; But otherwiſe,I un- 
cderftand it is more fit for oſtentation, then any ſpirituall 
wvantage. For God heares us. not the ſooner tor our 
extempore, long, or conceived prayers, poſhbly they 
tay. beeome' hindrance, as in the caſes before iaſtan- 
cd, And Tam ſure if the people be intelligent, and can 
diſcern they are hindred in their devotion, for rhey dare 
notiay mew till they have confidered, and-many ſuch 
_ Eeswill occur'in ex zempore prayers, that need much 
confiderinig' Before we arreſt chem. Bur it the people be 
adtintelligent, they arc apt ro ſwallow allthe inconve- 
=  __ 
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niencies Which may multiply in ſo great a licence z and 
therefore it were well that the Governours of rhe Church 
who are to anſwer for their ſoules, ſhould judge for 
them, before they lay Amen, which judgement cannot = 
be without ſet formes of Lyturgie. My ſentence there- 
fore is, = uiwops wary.iouw, Let us be as we are already, 
Few changes are for the better. 
Forif it be pretended, that in the Lyturgie of the 

Church of England, which was compoſed with much 
art and judgement by a Church that hath as much rea- 
{onto be confident ſhe hath the Spirit and gifts of Pray- 
cr, a5 any ſingle perſon hath, and cach learned man that 
was at its firſt compoſition, can.as much prove, that he 
had the Spirit, as the objzeors now adayes : (and he 
that boaſts moſt, certainly hath the leaſt.) It Ifayitbe | 
pretended, thereare many crrours and inconveniences, | 
both in the order and the matter of the Common-Pray- 
er booke, made by ſuch men, with ſo much induſtry.:, 
How much more, and with how much greater reaſon 
may we all dread the inconveniencies and diſorders 
of ex tempore prayers ? where there is neirher conjunai- 

on of heads, nor premeditation, nor. induſtry, nor me- 
thod, nor art, nor any of thoſe things (or at leaft notin 
the ſame degree) which were likely to have excmpred. 
the Common-Praycr booke from errors and difordets. 
If theſe things. be in the green tree, what will be done. 
inthedry _ 

Bur if it be ſaid, the ex tempore and conceived. prayers 

willbe ſecured trom error by the Directory, becaule 

| thatchalkes them out the matter, I anſwer, itisnot (uf- 
ficicnt, becauſe if when men ſtudy both the matter and 
the words tqo, they may be (and it ispretended arca- 
Rual!y ), much more may they when the matter is let 
much more at liberty, and the words. under.no - 
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atall. And no man can avoid the preſſure and the weight 
of rhis, unleſſe the Compilers ot the Direory were in- 
fallible,and that all their to:lowers are ſo too,of the cer- 
rainty of which I am not yet fully ſatisfied. 

And after all this I would fain know, what benefit & 
advantages ſhall the Church of England in her united ca. 
pacity,and every particular in the diffuſed capacity re. 
ccive by this new device? For the publike it is cleer,that 
whether the Miniſters pray before they ſtudy, or ſtudy 
before they pray,there muſt needs be infinite difformiry 
inthe publike worſhip, and all the benefits which were 
before the conſequenrs of conformity and unity, will be 
loft,and-if they be not valuable,I leave it to all rhem- to 
conſider, who know the iaconveniences of publike diſ- 
union, and the publike diſunion that is certainly conſe= 
quent to them who doe not communicate in any com- 
mon formes of worſhip. And tothink that the DireQory 
will bring conformity, is as if one ſhould ſay, that all 
ws are under the ſame Hemiſphere are joyned in cone- 
muni patria,and will love like countrymen,for under the 
Directory there will be as different religions,and 2s dif- 
ferent defires, and as differing formes as there are feve- 
rall yaricties of men and manners under the one. haltfe of 
heaven,” who yet breathe under.the {ame halte of the 
_ Globe.ButI ask again, what benefit can the pubiick re- 

celve by this form,or this no form, for I know not whe- 
thee to call it, Shall the matter of prayers be 'erter in all 
Churches'? ſhall God be better ſerved.* ſhall che word 
of God andthe beſt patrernes of prayers be alv-ayes CX- 
atly followed? Ir is wellifit be. Bur there is ſecurity gi- 
ven us by the DireQory, for rhe matter 15 I-tt at eve-y 
_ mans diſpoſe for all that,and wemuſt depend vpon the 
honeſty of every particulir tovir ; i | 

a Heretick. or a Knave,then he may introduce what im- 
_ E 3 picty 
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piety he pleaſe, into the publick formes of Gods wor- 
ſhip ; and there is no law made to prevent it, and it muſt 
be cured afterwards it it can, bur beivre -hand itis not 
prevented ar ail by the Dire&ory , which cruſts every 
man. But I obſerve,thar ailthe bunefit which is preten- 
ded, is,that it will make an able Miniſtery, which I con- 
fefle I am very much from bclceving, and fo will every 
man be that conſiders what kind oi men they are that 
have been moſt zealous tor that way of conceived pray- 
_ er. lam ſure chat very few of the learnedſt, very many 
tgnorants, moſt thole who have made leaſt abodeinthe 
Schooles of the Prophets. And that I may diſgrace ne 
mans perſon, we (ce Tradclinen of the moſt illiberall 
ants, and women pretend to it, and doe it with as many 
words (and that's the maine thing } with as much contt- 
dence, and ipccivuſneflc, and ſpirit, as the beft. among 
them. And it is bur a {mall portion of learning chat will 
ſerve a man to make conceived formes of p.rayer,which 
they may have cafily vuponthe ſtuck of other men,or up* 
on.their own-fancic,or upon any thing in which no leat- 
ning is required. He that knows not chis, knowes nothing. 
of:the cratt that may be inthe Preacticrs trade, But 
what © Is God better ſerved 2 1 would fainc ſec any al 
thority, or any reaſon, or any probability f.;r-that. L am 
ſtre ignorant men offer him none of the beſt ſacrifices 
8 tempore, and learned men will be ſure to deliberate,& 
know, God is then better ſerved, when he is ſerved Þy 4 
publike,then when by a private ſpirit. I catnot.tmagine 
what accruements wil hence come to the publike:it may 
be ſome advantages may be to the private intereſts of 
men. For there are a/lort of men whom our bleſſed 58+. | 
viournoted, who do devonre widowes houſes, and for #ft's | 
tence make long prayers, They make prayers, and tNcy 

make them long, by this means they receive double ad- 
Rntaadcs ae fooki Sas” © 
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vantages, for they get reputation to their ability,and to 
their piety. And although the Common-prayer booke 
inthe Pretacc to the Directory be charged with unne. 
 c<ſſary length, yet we ſee that moſt of theſe men, they 
that are moſt eminent or would be ſo, make their pray- 
ers longer, and will notloſe the benefits which their cre- 
dit gets, and they by their credit , for making their 
. prayers. 
Adde to this that there is nopromile in Scripture,that 
hewho praycs ex tempore ſhall be heard the berter , or 
that he ſhall be aſſiitcd ar all to ſuch purpoſes,and chere- 
fore to innovate in ſo high a matter withouta warrantto 
command us, or a promiſe to warraftt us, is no better 
then vanity.in the thing, and preſumption 1a the per'on. 
Ke therefore that. conſiders that this way of prayer. is 
without all maner of precedent in the primitive Church, 
againſt the example ot all famous Churches in all Chri- 
ſtendome in che whole deſcent of 15. Ages, withoutall 
command and warrant of Scripture, that it is unreaſona- 
ble in the nature of the thing, againſt prudence and the 
beſt wiſdome of humanity, becauſe it is without delibe- 
ration, thar itis innovation ina high degree without that 
_ authority, which is truly and by inherent and anctent 
right, to command and preſcribe tous in external forms 
of worthip, rhat ir is much tothe diſgrace of the farft te- 
formers of our Religion, thatit gives encouragement to 
tne Papifts, to quarrell with: ſome reafon and more pre- 
tence againſt our Reformarian,as being by the Dire&o- 
ry confeſſed to have been done in much blindaefle, and. 
theretore might erre in the cxceſle as well as in the de- 
teQ, intherhrowing out too much, as caſting off too 
little, which is the more-hkely, becauſe they wanted 
_ 7zale to carrythan tarre enough, He that confiders the 
_ Univerſal] diffarmity of publike worſhip,& the no means 
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of union, no Symbol of publick communion being pub: 
lickly conſfigned,that all herefies may with the ſameayu: 
thority be brought into our prayers, and offered to God 
in behali ot the people,with the ſame authority thar any 
truth may, all the matter of our prayers being left to the 
choice of all men, of all perſwaſions, and then obſerves 
that actually there are in many places, hercfic, and bla- 
ſpemy,and impertinency, 8 1llicerate rudenefles put into 
the devotions of the moſt Solemne dayes, and the moſt 
publike meetings; and then laſtly, that there are divers 
parts of Lyturgie,tor which no proviſions at all is made 
in the Directory, and the very adminiſtration of the Sa- 
craments lciti{o looſely ,that if there be any thing cfſcn- 
, Ulall inthe formes of Sacraments, the Sacrament may 
'*Come inefftectuall by want of due words, and due mini- 
ftration. I ſay he that confiders all theſe things (and 
-many more he may confider) will finde that particular 
men are not fit ro be ijntruſted ro offer in publike with 
their private ſpirit,to God, for the people,in ſuch lolem- 
nities, in matrers of ſo great concernment, where the ho- 
nour of God, the bench of the people, rhe intereſt of 
Kingdomes, the being of a Church, the unity of minds, 
the conformity of practice, the truth of perſwaſions,and 
the ſalvation of ſoules, are ſo very much concerned, 5 | 
they are in the publike prayers of a whole Nationall | 
Church. Anunlearacd man is not to be truſted, anda |: 
wile man dare not rruft himſelfe ; he that is ignorant 
cannor, he that is knowing will not. 
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